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The deadline for the November 2010 issue is October 8.   

Please send event reports for the next issue to the appropriate 

event convener.  If you have other material of interest to 

members that you would like us to include, please send it to: 

newsletter@malaysianculturegroup.org 

PRESIDENTõS  MESSAGE 
 

Rubies, emeralds and diamonds the size of walnuts dazzled 

us; human behavior of the orangutans was astonishing; refu-

gee statistics shocked usé such are the variety of MCG 

events over the past month. And thatôs not even all of the 

MCG events in four weeks!  Be sure to check the new list-

ings to see what we have in store for you in October. 
 

Your committee is excited to launch PayPal for future mem-

berships and renewals. PayPal is an e-commerce business 

allowing payments and money transfers to be made through 

the Internet. PayPal serves as an electronic alternative to tra-

ditional paper methods such as checks and money orders. 

You donôt need a PayPal account to pay for your member-

ship; you just click on the PayPal button when you are sent 

your renewal notice, and the software will step you through 

payment. And itôs safe and secure! No more checks lost in 

the mail! You will receive a receipt for your payment for 

reference, if required. 

Are you interested in helping out on an MCG committee on 

an occasional basis? If so - Perfect; we need you!!  Our hard 

working committee members need an extra pair of hands 

from time to time, to help upload data onto a spreadsheet, to 

help out with one-off events such as the AGM, to help collate 

images on our web site etc. If you have some time free and 

would like to help out with a project, please let any of the 

committee members know, or email me! We know there are 

many talented individuals out there, so please come forward; 

we are grateful for your support, even if on a very limited 

basis. 
 

Please bring a friend to an event in October; itôs a great way 

of introducing MCG to others.  

I look forward to meeting you there.  
 

Sarah 

IMPORTANT   NOTICE 
All information contained in this newsletter is for  

membersô use only.  For any contents to be printed  

 

Newcomersô Coffee Morning 
Thursday, September 30th 

(See the announcement on page 5) 
 

Bring a friend and introduce them to the  

great programs of the Malaysian Culture Group 
  

Book Groups, Explorers, Enak! 

and 

Lectures, Site Visits, Travel Tips 
  

Register for the Coffee Morning 

mcgevents@yahoo.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
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NAVARATRI AND DIVALI CELEBRATIONS  

FOLLOWED BY LUNCH  

AT THE SHREE LAKSHMI NARAYAN TEMPLE  
 

DATE:           Tuesday, 19th October, 2010 

TIME:              10.00 am for 10.30am start 

PLACE:         Shree Lakshmi Narayan Temple,  

  Jalan Kasipillary, off Jalan Ipoh (See page 6) 

COST:           Members RM15, Guests RM25 

RSVP:               mcgevents@yahoo.com  

 

As a prelude to the morningôs activities, we welcome you to please come early to help create a Kolam/Rangoli to welcome us 

into the Temple.  As a means of contributing to the outreach work of the Temple, and aside from the Donation we will make 

from the dayôs receipts, members are also invited to make their own donations in ókindô;  this can be in the form of fresh sup-

plies of rice, tea, sugar, soap, biscuits or oil. 
 

We are also inviting members to wear a Sari, Shalwar Kameez or any other variety of dress from the Subcontinent; this will 

provide a topic of conversation for us all, as there is such a variety depending on which part of India they are from. 

The Temple will then provide a delicious lunch. 
 

An MCG member, Ms. Amita Shah, will then give us a talk about the relevance of the Navaratri and Divali Festivals and what 

they represent to Hindus.  Amita is from the north Indian town of Meerut, famous for being the seat of the Indian Mutiny of 

1857.  She regularly lectures on different aspects of Indian culture. 
 

Our visit falls between the celebration of Navaratri and Divali.  We have included a description of Navaratri on page 13 with the 

directions to the temple. We have been invited to attend the special Navaratri events happening at the temple between Oct 8h and 

16th this year so please feel free to visit the temple at your leisure as well as join us on Oct 19th.  Our program will focus more 

on the celebration of Divali as that will fall on November 5 this year.    

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH LECTURE:  
Conservation at the Islamic Arts Museum 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, 06 October, 2010 

TIME:   10.00 am for 10.30 am start 

PLACE:  Lecture Room, Ground Floor, Islamic Arts Museum 

COST:  Members RM15,   Guests RM25 

RSVP:   mcgevents@yahoo.com 
 

 

Most of us are familiar with the beautiful Islamic Art Museum and have been there several times.  How many of you have you 

ever imagined the work that goes on behind the scenes to do with the challenges of conservation in our hot and humid climate?  

Due to its reputation in the field of conservation IAMM has become the Asian reference point for conservation of books and 

manuscripts in particular. 

Aristotelis Sakellariou, Head of the Conservation Centre at the Museum, will introduce us to the conservation laboratory, how it 

functions and its greatest challenges. Unfortunately we will not be able to visit the laboratory, which, understandably, is too sen-

sitive an environment but he will endeavour to bring it alive by recounting its discoveries and small daily victories. 

Aristotelis comes from Greece but has an MA in Preventive Conservation from Northumbria University in the UK as well as a 

BA Hons in Conservation and Restoration from Lincoln University also in the UK. He also has a diploma in Archaeological 

Conservation from Athens College in Greece.  He is currently the Acting Head of Conservation at IAMM and has worked in 

commission for the Ministry of Culture of Jordan and the Sultanate of Oman.  

Following Aristotelisô talk, Hj.Mohamed Razali Hj. Modamed Zain, Deputy Head of Conservation at IAMM, will talk to us 

particularly with regard to simple techniques for handling methods for books in order to ensure their longevity, whether they are 

in a museum environment or simply at home.  The speaker joined IAMM from a post in the National Archives of Malaysia and 

has studied courses at the National Archives of India as well as at the National Diet (Parliament) Library in Tokyo. 

We feel very fortunate to be able to organise this talk as these parts of the Museum are usually not accessible to the public.  

mailto:mcgevents@yahoo.com
mailto:mcgevents@yahoo.com
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TOUR OF THE NEW NATIONAL TEXTILE MUSEUM IN MERDEKA SQUARE  
 

DATE:            Thursday, 28th October, 2010 

TIME:               10.00 am for 10.30 am start 

PLACE:           National Textile Museum,  

  Jln Sultan Hishamuddin 

COST:             Members RM15,   Guests RM25 

RSVP:                 mcgevents@yahoo.com 
 

The new Textile Museum has been established in one of the heritage buildings on Merdeka Square formerly occupied by vari-

ous government departments.  The building, which was completed in 1896 as a railway headquarters, is reflective of Mughul 

architecture.  The museum  was opened to the public on January 9th this year.  It was established to serve as a repository for  

Malaysiaôs textile heritage as well as playing a role in disseminating information for visitors regarding the usage, creativity and 

foreign influence evident in local Malaysian textiles. 

 

The Museum has four Exhibition Galleries for fixed displays and one for changing exhibitions. Its Galleries offer visitors a 

glimpse into the art of batik printing, songket and pua weaving.  Among them are batik pelangi which incorporates the tie-resist 

method of decorating cloth practised by the Malays during the 18th and 19th century;  kain dostar, a native fabric of the Lanun 

and Bajau tribe, and puo kumbu, a prized traditional material of the Ibans of Sarawak. 

 

Our Guide will be Janet Tee who is the Director of the Museum.  Janet joined the Muzium Negara in the late 70ôs and became 

the Public Relations Officer of the Muzium. During her tenure there she was awarded an ASEAN ACCU scholarship to do an 

internship with the National Museum of Singapore as well as an Asian Cultural Grant (New York 2000) to work at the Peabody 

Museum in Salem, Massachusetts and several other museums in New York, Santa Fe and San Francisco.  

UPCOMING    EVENTS  

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE  MONTH LECTURE (NOVEMBER)  

Representation or Rhetoric: Political Parties in Malaysia with Dr. Bridget Welsh  
 

DATE:            Wednesday, 3rd November, 2010 

TIME:               10.00 am for 10.30 am start 

PLACE:           Meritz Condominium, Jalan Mayang 

COST:             Members RM15,   Guests RM25 

RSVP:   mcgevents@yahoo.com 
 

MCG is fortunate to welcome back Dr Bridget Welsh, for what should be an interesting discussion of the current political scene 

in Malaysia.  Since the political tsunami of 2008, all of Malaysiaôs political parties have faced major challenges:  working in 

their respective coalitions, internal leadership changes and increased demands from the public.  This discussion will elucidate 

the factors that are shaping Malaysian political parties internally and externally, highlighting broad political and social forces as 

well and personality dynamics within parties.  From UMNO and PAS to MCA and DAP, Malaysian political parties have been 

forced to adapt to a more demanding political environment.  Many have continued to rely on persistent patterns of rhetoric, 

while others have introduced internal reforms and experienced major changes in political orientation and position.  Drawing 

from interviews and observation, this discussion will explore how and why Malaysian political parties are changing and whether 

they are in fact becoming more effective in representing an increasingly complex and sophisticated Malaysian electorate. 

 

Dr. Bridget Welsh has been an associate professor in the Southeast Asia Studies Program at Johns Hopkins University's School 

of Advanced International Studies in Washington, where she taught courses on contemporary Southeast Asian politics.  She is 

currently an Associate Professor in Political Science at Singapore Management University. She is committed to engagement, 

fostering mutual understanding and empowerment. Based in Southeast Asia, she is committed to changing the world, one day at 

a time, through her public engagement, teaching and research.  

mailto:mcgevents@yahoo.com
mailto:mcgevents@yahoo.com
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Since 1978, MCG has been an important forum for those in KL who want 
to broaden their understanding of Malaysian history and culture. It be-

gan as a study group and, as more and more inquisitors wanted to join, 
it quickly expanded to include lectures on a wide spectrum of topics.  

 
MCG now hosts Book Groups for readers, Explorers for the adventurous, 
Enak! for foodies, a Library for researchers, and a range of special lec-

tures and tours designed to enhance our enjoyment and appreciation of 
Malaysia.  

 

Itôs the MCG Annual Newcomersô Coffee Morning 

SHARE THE SPIRIT OF MCG -  BRING A FRIEND!  

 

Meet your MCG Team Leaders  

Catch up with fellow Members and Newcomers  

Introduce a Friend to the Group  

 

Date: Thursday, 30 September  

Time: 10am  

Venue: Fabulous Bukit Tunku  
 

(Confirm your attendance and we will send you the address)  

 
For more information please contact  

president@malaysianculturegroup.org  

NEWCOMERSõ COFFEE MORNING  



REPORTS   ON   PREVIOUS   EVENTS  
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Visit to óKuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centreô, September 9, 2010 

Passion Play 
 

If our Members derived nothing else from our visit to óKLPacô (www.klpac.org), unassuming 

enthusiasm for the performing arts came across both from Ian Chow, the Theatre Manager, 

and from Joe Hasham, the co-founder of the organisation.    

 

Ian conducted our tour and started by providing a brief history of the building that is now 

home to óKLPacô.   The structure is surrounded by 35 tranquil acres of Sentul Park with its 

lakes, indigenous trees and open spaces, and was built over 100 years ago as a sawmill that 

was subsequently used as a railway training centre before becoming a Golf Clubhouse.   The 

building is owned by YTL who agreed to provide a development budget of US$35 million 

which, although undoubtedly generous, did not permit cost controls to be discarded.   Joe 

drove the project and interwove three key concepts into the design of the building, the first of 

which was to utilise as much of the original fabric as possible to achieve both cost efficiency and ease of maintenance; 

(interestingly, environmental considerations were not mentioned).   The second concept was to provide an open plan environ-

ment that would encourage performers and audience interaction, and the third was to treat all visitors equally by, for example, 

providing a single car park and no VIP seating.   óKLPacô is a ónot-for-profitô organisation and, whilst ticket sales invariably 

cover production costs, little is left over for investment.   In addition, the number of corporate sponsors has reduced over recent 

years and income from corporate events is sporadic. 

 

The environment inside the building is somewhat reminiscent of óloft livingô with exposed brickwork and original floor cover-

ing on the ground floor.   The main auditorium has randomly coloured seats arranged in a curve that reach down to stage level  

and right up to the sprung boards to maximise the view.   An unintended, although pleasing, consequence of the seating is that 

the visible impact from the stage of unfilled seats is significantly reduced.   Disabled facilities have been given more thought 

than in some modern buildings with textured entrance door flooring for blind visitors and open sided seats for wheelchair users.   

Other features incorporated include echo absorbing material to improve the sound balance plus an array of ceiling vents for 

emergency smoke extraction. 

 

Beyond a stadium inspired central tunnel where performers can transit to and from the stage is the only area in the building 

where smoking is permitted, off of which is a traditional Green Room where actors can relax between scenes, albeit in no great 

comfort.   Across the entrance foyer is a smaller óexperimentalô theatre with less sophisticated facilities and innovative move-

able seating to vary audience interaction. 

 

We moved to a large meeting room where Joe provided personal insights into the development of óKLPacô; (further background 

detail is available at www.theactorsstudio.com.my).   The existing organisation grew from a disastrous flash flood in 2003 that 

deluged Dataran Merdeka, where the óActorôs Studioô had been established, which resulted in the loss of almost all of its assets.    

This disaster could have eliminated overnight the largest performing arts organisation in Malaysia were it not for the previously 

unrecognised opportunity that presented itself to undertake the development of what was possibly the only ideal site available in 

Kuala Lumpur in 2004.   With his wife, Faridah Merican, Joe was invited to make a presentation to the Board of YTL, the own-

ers of the site, and was stunned into silence for a while to receive their commitment to provide extensive and ongoing support 

for what was to become óKLPacô. 

 

The state-of-the-art facilities have been designed to promote the development of the performing arts whilst also encouraging 

community involvement.   The organisation currently employs one writer, four directors and six actors in residence.   Produc-

tions are undertaken in Bahasa Malaysia, Chinese and English without self-censorship and, when appropriate, professional  

expertise is made available from a variety of overseas sources.   óKLPacô is a not-for-profit company dedicated to the practice of 

traditional and contemporary performing arts, as well as education.   It is involved with the 

development of the creative process that is acknowledged as best business practice in  

crucial problem solving and effective communication.   Joe is particularly proud of the 

Community Outreach Programme which develops participation in all aspects of the  

performing arts, regardless of social background.   Malaysian plays are very warmly re-

ceived when they are taken out to Schools, Kampongs and to the underprivileged.   Joe also 

told of achievements in the musical sphere in creating an eighty strong óSinfoniettaô orches-

tra, a brass band and a gamelan group.   The organisation also includes an Academy with 

nine well equipped studios for teaching and rehearsing adults, teenagers and children; 

(further potential opportunities for Members to offload offspring).  

Stuart Wakefield 

Joe Hasham and Farida Merican 
Taken from an article in The Star online 

 

http://www.klpac.org
http://www.theactorsstudio.com.my
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Treasury of the World: Jeweled Arts of India in the Age of the Mughals 

Islamic Arts Museum, August 26, 2010 
 
The current exhibit at the Islamic Arts Center is an Aladdinôs cave of treasures, twinkling and  

glittering, courtesy the Royal al-Sabah collection from Kuwait.  This private collection now tour-

ing the world consists of pieces mainly from the mid 16th to mid 18th century, with a few rare and 

exquisite pieces from earlier times, like the signet ring from Tamil Nadu from the 1st century.  

What made this a unique experience for me as part of the MCG group was to listen to Sheikha 

Hussah al-Sabah talk about how her husband Sheikh Nasser, as a student, developed an interest in 

Islamic art and artifacts.  He went on to collect randomly all things Islamic. Much later in life he re

-focused and decided he wanted his own museum. This led him to seek experts to help streamline 

his acquisitions, filling in the gaps in what he had.  Over a period of time he had all the major peri-

ods of Islamic history represented; from 7th-19th century; from Spain to India and on to China. 
  

What came to Kuala Lumpur was only the al Sabah collection of Mughul jewelry. What a treasure 

trove - from jewelry for warriors and kings, to ornate hair and ear ornaments for princesses and 

queens.  There were bejeweled archery items and weapons of warfare, swords and shields made 

from Damascus steel engraved with gold and silver and meena work and kundan work. These 

pieces are breathtaking in their richness! Sometimes the Columbian emeralds caught your eye for 

their color and luster and then you noticed inscriptions such as the "throne verseñ from the Quran on one of them. The unique 

balas rubies bedazzled with their pinky orange color and, of course, their size. You could walk so close to their display cabinets, 

a rare experience, to enhance your appreciative instincts. As a result of this proximity you can see the royal spinel inscribed with 

names of Timurid, Safavid and Mghul rulers ranging from mid 15th -18th century. 

 

The exhibition was extensively documented. Wonderful miniatures were identified from the British Museum and the Metropoli-

tan Museum and enlarged, so professionally that a visitor was said to have admonished a curator for casually touching it. The 

curator then had to explain that it was not an authentic piece at all only an enlargement, although picture and context perfect!  I 

have seen many Indian exhibitions before but the lighting of these pieces and the fact that you could 

walk around the cabinets allowed you to wondrously enjoy the "ajour" or "openwork" style of the 

setting. The effect is that the gold and gems are set to look like stained glass and are stupendously 

contrasted with the heavy enameled kundan work. Settings on jade and crystal were also a diver-

sion. 

 

What struck one most were the eyes of discernment mingled with love that had sought out and col-

lected these rarities. The artifacts were actually stolen in the August of 1990 when the invading 

Iraqi forces ransacked the museum where they were on display in Kuwait. Traumatized, the al-

Sabah's started a treasure hunt to recover their valuable artifacts. 

One of the Sheikha's favourite stories is of a Moghul dagger of the 

Akbar era which was recovered from a Sotheby's auction in  

London. The seller had bought it in Amman, Jordan, oblivious of its ownership. Upon proof he 

returned it to the al-Sabah collection. The curator, Adline, explained that there is an interna-

tional law governing treasures like this, which, if stolen with proof, they are, without argument, 

returned without a re-purchase. According to the Sheikha, some 58 pieces are still missing.  A 

new museum  is currently being built in Kuwait which will house this historic collection, upon 

its return home after 10 years of touring the world.   

Loubnan Jumabhoy  

Treasury of the World: Jewelled Arts of India in the Age of the Mughals   

31 July ï 30 December 2010 

Islamic Arts Museum, Kuala Lumpur 
 

Mughal India represents the pinnacle of luxury. Few societies have ever matched this era for sumptuousness, in particular its 

jewelled works of art. The Mughal dynasty conquered a land rich in gems and artistry and created a civilisation that is still a 

byword for power and grandeur. 

Providing a glimpse into this lost world are the objects in this exhibition. Assembled by Sheikh Nasser and Sheikha Hussah 

al-Sabah of Kuwait over the past 35 years, this is one of the most comprehensive and distinguished collections of Islamic art 

in the world. The most exceptional part of the collection is unquestionably the works containing jewels, making this the rich-

est exhibition of Mughal-period jewelled arts ever staged.  Curator: Adline binti Abdul Ghani  
 

For more information about this exhibit visit www.iamm.org.my 

      Photos courtesy of IAMM 

http://www.iamm.org.my
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Hopes and Fears for Orangutan Survival 

 Fareea Ma August 19, 2010 
 

Whilst most of us have a general awareness of the risks faced by  

endangered species, a focus upon the ñHopes and Fears for Orang 

Utan Survivalò may be accepted as representing the many wild 

animals in this region whose survival is threatened.   The majority 

of us seek indications of positive action being undertaken to avoid 

the future prospect of only being able to view in history books 

many of the wild animals and plants that are familiar to us today.   

Fareea Ma represented óWay-Out-Experiencesô (www.w-o.x.com) 

and discussed some of the appealing characteristics of the orang 

utan which can often be seen as reflections of human behaviour 

such as in motherhood plus the primitive use of tools.   The orangu-

tan species of ape has no tail and a human type of face that is capa-

ble of many expressions.   Mothering instincts are very strong and 

babies hold on to their mothers for up to four years which is  

followed by a similar period of staying close and learning the skills 

necessary to survive in the tropical rainforest.   Fareea talked of the 

rehabilitation centres that have been established for orphaned orangutans, which endeavour to replace the extensive learning 

experience that would normally have been provided by their Mothers.   Orangutans usually lead a solitary existence in the wild 

and mostly eat fruit and other plants.   Dominant males have large faces and make very loud calls to attract females to mate 

whilst warning other males to keep away.   The species is invariably shy of humans whilst at the same time being interested in 

watching and copying their behaviour and have been seen spearing fish and using bamboo sticks to reach honey at the bottom of 

a container. 

 

The organisation has been instrumental in enriching the environment in zoos and sanctuaries for orang-utans, large cats,  

elephants and sun bears, as well as other primates.   This programme creates opportunities for animals to experience meaningful 

interaction with their surroundings which will be fundamental if they are ever to return to the wild and has resulted in livelier 

animals that look and behave in healthier ways.   Within confined spaces and with limited access to trees, orang-utans do not 

have the luxury of the hammock-like nest of leaves which is their natural sleeping habitat and programme volunteers have  

designed and made hammocks for orang-utans to utilise as substitute nests.   Climbing platforms have also been built for orang-

utans which provide opportunities for much needed exercise and the development of essential climbing skills to prepare them 

for their eventual release. 

 

Fareea then spoke of the threats from forest fires, logging, plantations, deforestation and the pet trade.   The general trend to-

wards increased land cultivation eventually leads to rainforest fragmentation which blocks traditional animal pathways.    

Although species such as orangutans, elephants and rhinoceroses are protected, their encroachment into plantations looking for 

food makes them the target for planters and poachers.   Fareeaôs principle aim was to raise awareness of these issues and to  

encourage the avoidance of the use of either palm oil products or timber from unsustainable sources.   Approximately 50 per 

cent of Sabahôs forest is already protected and Fareea spoke of the State Governmentôs óGift to the Earthô in 2005 which granted 

6,000 acres to the óKinabatangan Corridor of Lifeô project.   This is one of only two places on earth where ten primate species 

can be found together, including orang-utans, proboscis monkeys plus Borneo gibbons and it has 50 mammal, 250 bird and 20 

reptile species as well as 1056 plant species.   The multi-organisational initiative, first conceived by WWF Malaysia, is designed 

to provide orangutans and other species with safe pathways between areas of untouched rainforest that increase their opportuni-

ties for foraging whilst also combating genetic issues caused by inbreeding.   The project attempts to balance the increasing  

demands of land development, the requirements of the local communities and the need to protect the areas unique wildlife whilst 

also complementing the State Government's target of raising the rainforest cover to 55 per cent of the total area.   The Kina-

batangan floodplain is possibly the last of its type in Asia and is an area of great importance both for the local communities as 

well as for wildlife.   Over the past sixty years the Sabah rainforest has been devastated with some areas having been  

re-designated for permanent conversion to agriculture, with palm oil becoming the 

dominant crop.   It is now acknowledged that alternatives must be provided to farmers 

who have traditionally cultivated their land up to the 

riverôs edge as this cuts off animal movements between 

rainforest areas, as many are unable to cross the river. 

 

Fareea also spoke of opportunities for paying visitors to 

visit the Kinabatangan project and become involved in conservation activities whilst also making a 

major contribution to the Stateôs revenue.   More than one contemplative eyebrow was raised at 

this potential opportunity to send older teenagers away for a few weeks of ecotourism; (an oxymo-

ron defined as bringing holiday-makers and their antics to pristine places). 

Stuart Wakefield 

 

If you are interested in learning 

about some great volunteer  

opportunities with óWay-Out-

Experiencesô, visit their website 

at www.w-o-x.com  

 

http://www.w-o.x.com
http://www.w-o.x.com
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Lecture on UNHCR in Malaysia, Sept 1, 2010 
 

Eva Ladeborn from the United Nationôs High Commission for 

Refugees presented an overview of the local UNHCR office 

and its work in Malaysia. She began by discussing the differ-

ence between a person who is a migrant and someone who is a 

refugee or asylum seeker.  While a migrant chooses to leave 

his/her country in search of work, a refugee or asylum seeker 

cannot return home because he/she is being persecuted or fears 

persecution. 

 

There are currently over three million migrants (two million of 

those are undocumented) and 89,800 refugees and asylum-

seekers in Malaysia. The refugees are registered with UNHCR. 

Of the refugees, 92% are from Myanmar, and 30% are women. 

There are at least 10,000 refugees who are not registered, and UNHCR estimates that 20-30,000 new refugees arrive 

each year. About 10,000 of the registered refugees get re-settled each year to various countries. 

 

The system of recognizing refugees in Malaysia is a delicate balancing act. The Malaysian government is one of a 

number of countries that has not signed the 1951 Refugee Convention, which gives a legal and administrative frame-

work with which to deal with refugees. Working with the current government, though, UNHCR has been able to 

establish a system where UNHCR employees document the refugees and 

determine whether or not they are truly refugees. 

 

Documentation does give the refugees a degree of protection and help. 

UNHCR runs several health clinics, provides legal representation if 

needed, and supports 49 community-based schools. However, Eva ex-

plained, life for refugees in Malaysia is still difficult. They cannot legally 

work in Malaysia, so the illegal work they do is what she calls ñ3Dò work 

ï dangerous, dirty, and difficult.  They fear being picked up by the police, 

and many do not leave their homes because of this fear. 

 

Twenty percent of the 19,200 children under the age of 18 do leave their 

homes to attend UNHCR-supported community-based schools. Many of 

the schools that are open to refugees do not have enough (or any) profes-

sionally trained teachers, learning materials (the textbooks are Malay-

sian), and other basic infrastructure. 

 

Eva manages UNHCRôs 269 Malaysians and expatriates volunteers, who 

help in the school classrooms and the UNHCR office or assist with spe-

cial projects. In order to volunteer for UNHCR you must be at lease 18 years old and be able to commit to volunteer-

ing at least once a week for at least three months. Volunteers are teamed up with at least one other volunteer, so they 

are not alone. Eva stressed that they always need volunteers who are willing to teach English or some kind of skills ï 

sewing, computer, cooking, etc. 

Two MCG members at the talk are UNHCR volunteers. One of 

the volunteers, Shameera Wiest, spoke for a few minutes about 

her experiences teaching English to Afghan widows and their 

children, over the past seven months. She helps them learn practi-

cal English ï in one lesson having them act as if they were going 

to a hair salon. 

 

If you would like to learn more about how you can put your  

talents to good use by volunteering at UNHCR, or if you would 

like to consider donating a financial contribution to one of the 

schools, please contact Eva at mlsluvol@unhcr.org. 

 

Elizabeth Haverkamp 

mailto:mlsluvol@unhcr.org


MCG EXPLORERS VISIT TO MEDIA PRIMA  
 

This August the Explorers group visited the home of Media 

Prima. Media Prima is a company listed on the Main Board of 

Bursa Malaysia and is Malaysiaôs leading integrated media in-

vestment group. It currently owns 100 % equity interest in TV3, 

8TV, ntv7 and TV9. Media Prima also owns three radio net-

works, Fly FM, Hot FM and One FM. 

 

We were greeted by our enthusiastic host for the morning -  Dzul-

fakar Paiman, Executive for Group Corporate Communications. 

Ready for our adventure we headed over to the Fly FM studio to 

drop in on Malaysiaôs very popular radio host Huney Madu live 

in action. After we all crammed into her studio we briefly introduced our group before the red light went 

on and Huney went to air.  Huney juggled the radio show while taking the time during a 50-second break 

to answer our questions about the workings of the radio show.  We even had 5 seconds of fame as Huney 

introduced us, and we gave out a wild roar. Yes, the voices of the Explorers from the Malaysian Culture 

Group briefly ran throughout Malaysian radio!  

Dorothy tells us she is still waiting for her call back! 

 

We moved on to the television sets and watched a Morning womenôs 

show being taped. Next stop was a large studio that incorporated 3 

different set designs. It was interesting to see how the studio area was 

utilised to incorporate whatever programme was to be taped at the 

time, ie: childrenôs show, breakfast show or a talk show. 

 

As we walked along the hallways we passed some famous people be-

ing prepared in the hair and makeup rooms for their television shows. 

 

Another highlight was meeting a very young and handsome news 

reader and watch him deliver live the midday Breaking News update. 

This 2-minute breaking news is delivered on the hour with the aid of 

the teleprompter. The teleprompter (where the script is on a screen for 

the presenter to read) is used mainly for live action programs like 

news, talk shows, or other presentations in which someone is speaking to the viewing audience. After-

wards we all had a chance to sit behind the news desk and view ourselves on the cameras and television 

screens and pretend for just a moment that we were the hot new talent at Media Prima. It was a great photo 

opportunity for all. 

 

Our last stop was the virtual room. This small room was empty except for 

a desk. It was completely green ï walls, floor and desk. It was here that 

American TV personality Martha Stewart recently taped her show. In the 

case of Marthaôs show the kitchen and all other surroundings that ap-

peared on TV would have been inserted post production using advanced 

computer technology. 
 

After a thoroughly enjoyable and informative morning our visit had come 

to an end .We received some lovely gifts ï a Media Prima information 

booklet and CD and a USB thumb drive. We bid our host farewell, and 10 

of us continued onto One Utama where we enjoyed our lunch. 

 

Rhonda Kortum and Michelle McQuinn 
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EXPLORERS  

                            Photos by Michelle McQuinn 



BOOK  GROUPS  
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Book Group 2 
 
The Housekeeper and the Professor  by Yoko Ogawa 
The Housekeeper and the Professor (2003) by Yoko Ogawa is a story about a work-

relationship between a housekeeper and a former professor of mathematics. After being in 

a car accident, when the professor was 47 years old, he can retain new memories for only 

80 minutes. The sister-in-law of the professor hires the housekeeper via an agency to take 

care of him.  

The book has three main characters; The Professor, the Housekeeper (also the narrator) 

and the Housekeeperôs 10-year-old son. When the professor hears the housekeeper has a 

son, the story develops around a few main themes; math, baseball, love, family and mem-

ory. The professor calls the 10-year-old son Root because the top of his head is flat like a  

square root sign. In daily life the professorôs mind and his mathematic capabilities, until 

the moment of the accident, are still working. The professor is a scholar of number theory  

so he frequently talks about numbers; the way they connect different real-world objects, 

primes and some of the fascinating fundamental ideas of mathematics. Also Root and the professor share an interest 

in baseball, its players, its legends and again, the mathematics behind it. The love and the relationship between the 

main characters, their sorrow and the way they deal with it, is described with compassion. How Ogawa describes the 

professorôs joy of teaching and the joy of his two studentsô learning is a pleasure to read. The way brains work in 

general and especially the memory of the professor in this story gives a lot to think about.  

We were surprised to be able to talk about this story for the whole morning. And although the mathematics is never 

overwhelming, some of us skipped some tiny math parts. We all enjoyed this book. 

Joanneke Verwiel 

********************** 

 

The Rice Mother by Rani Manicka  
  

The story begins with the Matriarch, Lakshmi. Lakshmi's mother has arranged a marriage 

for her with someone she believes to be a wealthy man. Lakshmi, a child bride, moves away 

from her home and mother to live with an older man she neither knows nor loves. Lakshmi 

soon discovers her husband is not wealthy and is very much in debt. She makes the most of 

what she does have, and in time, their children begin to come. By the age of 19 Lakshmi is a 

mother of five. She is very proud of her children yet very demanding. They are torn by feel-

ings of awe for their imposing mother, yet hate her planning their futures for them. World 

War II begins, the Japanese invade, and their childhood is gone forever.  

  

Years pass before the reader is introduced to Lakshmiôs granddaughter, Nisha. She is the first of Lakshmi's descen-

dants to heed her great-great uncle's advice, which comprises the novel's prologue: to tap on the bamboo to hear its 

song and to know a good one from a bad one.  

 

Rani Manicka was born in Malaysia and this is her first novel. The general consensus was that this was a good read; 

however, the character descriptions become shorter as the story progressed until it seemed that if we did not read 

quickly the person would disappear from the pages altogether!! We also had to take into consideration that we were 

reading from a 'western culture' upbringing which is vastly different from where the story was written. 

 

This was our first meeting for the 'year' and was well attended by 12 members. We also took the opportunity to dis-

cuss our reading list for the year:      

Mary Thornton      

 
 



 

October 2010  Page 12 

AUGUST ENAK! 
 

Mum's the word for the August Enak! location discovered by Kokkie.  Situated 

on the ground floor of the busy Damansar Perdana shopping complex, "Mum's 

Place" fires up the imagination from the moment you walk in the door with its 

eclectic combination of furniture, collectibles and funny signs.  Wood panels 

and statues plus a generous scattering of antique clocks and ceramics give 

Mum's Place that homey feel.   

Our dedicated group started the meal with otak-otak that had been cut into 

cubes, fried and served with a sauce made from onions, mango, chilies and 

vinegar.  Our second appetizer was 

fried crabsticks and cheese.   Following 

the recommendation of our patient 

waiter, we tried Portuguese Chicken 

Devil Curry, Eggplant with Black Pep-

per, Asam Pedas Red Snapper, Black Pomfret with Ginger and Soy 

Sauce, Ginger Beef, Traditional Fried Rice and Sawi prepared with 

Garlic and Egg.  

Randee Duncan 

ENAK ! 

Photos by Dawn Babcock 

 

Nine Emperor Gods Festival  
October 8 -16, 2010 

 
The Ninth Moon of the Lunar Calendar is almost here, bringing with 
it two festivals that are celebrated with great panache in Malaysia.  
The Hindus celebrate Navaratri and the Chinese celebrate the Nine 
Emperor Gods festival, both running nine days, beginning on the 
new moon of the ninth month. Weôve given you some information 
about Navaratri on page 13 courtesy of the Sri Lakshmi Narayan 
Temple.  And here is some information about the Nine Emperor 
Gods, courtesy of the Lam Thian Kiong Temple in Ampang. 
 

According to Chinese lore, the Nine Emperors descend to earth during the ninth month to bring health, wealth 
and prosperity to those who offer them their prayers. The festival is full of complicated rituals, complete with un-
seen deities, eye-smarting incense, trances, Chinese opera performances and the famous fire-walking on the 
ninth day.  It is a time of spiritual strengthening, personal sacrifice and the power of shared beliefs.  Add to that a 
colorful and noisy street party atmosphere and youôve got the picture.  Hun-

dreds of devotees stay at the Ampang 
temple for nine days and maintain a 
strict vegetarian diet and prayer 
schedule. 
This year (2010) the festival is the 
biggest ever.  The temple has under-
gone a year-long renovation and now 
boasts elaborate carvings in wood 
and stone and is a spectacular exam-
ple of new Chinese craftsmanship.  
To take advantage of the fresh look, 
the temple has extended the festival 

to a full two weeks this year.  A ten km procession will take place on the eve-
ning of Oct 3rd to open the festivities.  The temple is open 24 hrs a day from 
Oct 3 to Oct 17 and you are welcome to come and enjoy the atmosphere. 
Photos by Cheryl Hoffmann (fan of the Nine Emperors) 
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Navaratri ,  which literally means nine (nav) nights (ratri), is a fes-
tival of worship and dance for the goddess Durga and three of her 
reincarnations ð Kali (goddess of purity), Lakshmi (goddess of 
wealth) and Saraswati (goddess of knowledge).  Each night, 
devotees of the goddess take part in a colourful celebration, 
through their energetic dances and multi-coloured clothes, from 
evening until late night. The Hindu community celebrates this fes-
tival in many ways in different parts of the world.  In the northern 
part of India it is a time for rigorous fast, and followed by celebrations on the tenth day, Dusshera, to celebrate the 
triumph of good over evil, and marks the defeat and death of the demon king Ravana in the epic Ramayana. Huge 
effigies of Ravana are burnt amidst bursting of firecrackers. In northern India, especially in Varanasi, Dusshera over-
laps with ñRamlilaò or ñRama Dramaò ï traditional plays in which scenes from the epic saga of the mythical Rama -
Ravana strife are enacted by professional troupes. 

 

In western India, throughout the nine days, both men and women partici-
pate in a special kind of dance around an object of Worship. Men and 
women take their places in concentric circles with dandiya sticks, used 
while dancing to the beat of popular Hindi music interspersed with bha-
jans (prayers). In the south, 
Dusshera or the tenth day is cele-
brated with a lot of fanfare. 
 
Although, the universal nature of 
the festival is often found to tran-
scend regional influences and local 
culture, the Garba Dance of Guja-
rat, Ramlila of Varanasi, Dusshera 

of Mysore, and Durga Puja of Bengal need special mention. 
 

The North Indian community in Kuala Lumpur established the Shree Lakshmi 
Narayan Temple in 1921 on the banks of the Gombak River through the dona-
tions received from the community. Soon the temple became the pivot for all 
religious and cultural activities of the Indian community. In order to pave the way for urban development, the temple 
was relocated to a rented premise in Kampung Kasipillay. This was finally moved in the same vicinity with the open-
ing of the new temple in 1982. All major Hindu festivals are celebrated at the temple with pomp and gaiety with 
members contributing to community service. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Directions to the Shree Lakshmi Narayan Temple for the MCG Event on  October 19, 2010 

From Bangsar: 
Drive along Lebuhraya Mahameru, continue past PWTC Building and UMNO, further along you will see the flyover ramp that 
takes you towards the National Theatre (Blue Roof)-DO NOT GO UP THE RAMP, Instead, and move over to the left hand lane, 
you will see Dynasty Hotel on your left. This is the corner of Jalan Ipoh- turn left onto Jalan Ipoh. These next instructions to Jalan 
Kasipillay will take you about a minute. Continue down Jalan Ipoh, past the first set of traffic lights; then go through the second 
set of traffic lights Not far down the left into Jalan Kasipillay (on the corner you will see 3-storied new building-yellow and white 
VIVA). Continue down Jalan Kasipillay, across canal. You will see an Indian Temple on your left as you cross the canal-This is 
not our temple! Continue on down the road (on your left is a block of apartments) and you will come to a small grass island on the 
road. A sign saying Shree LAKSHMI NARAYAN Temple is posted here. Turn left, continue to end of the road (very short road). 
Temple and the  car park are on your right. We can meet inside the main foyer of the temple, just in from the car park. 
 
From Ampang/KLCC 
Coming along Jalan Tun Razak, as soon as you pass the National Library/Art Gallery on your right exit Jalan Tun Razak from the 
left. This will lead you to a roundabout. Take the 2nd exit on the roundabout and you are once again running parallel to Jalan Tun 
Razak. Continue down the road and keep to your left. At the traffic lights turn right, onto Jalan Ipoh (Dynasty Hotel will be on the 
left corner as you turn into Jalan Ipoh). These next set of instructions to Jalan Kasipillay will take you 1 minute. Continue down 
Jalan Ipoh, past the first set of traffic lights Then go through the second set of traffic lights Not far down the left into Jalan Kasipil-
lay (on the corner you will see 3-storied new building-yellow and white VIVA). Continue down Jalan Kasipillay, across canal. You 
will see an Indian Temple on your left as you cross the canal-This is not our temple! Continue on down the road (on your left is a 
block of apartments) and you will come to a small grass island on the road. A sign saying Shree LAKSHMI NARAYAN Temple is 
posted here. Turn left; continue to end of the road (very short road). Temple and car park are on your right . 

AN EXPLANATION OF NA VARATRI  

In 2010, Navaratri will begin on Oct 8th with 3 
nights of worship for each goddess.  Visit a 

Hindu temple in your neighborhood to find out 
when they have their most important celebra-

tions as each temple has different ways of 
honoring the various forms of Durga. 

Thanks to the Shree Lakshmi Narayan temple for this description of Navaratri.   
If you would like to find out more about the celebrations being held at the Temple,  

please visit their website at http://sdskl.bhanot.net  

http://sdskl.bhanot.net/
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MCG is run by volunteers. What would you like to do in 2010? 

 

 

____Write a report about a meeting 

____Assist with Events Planning 

____Assist with membership 

____Give a talk about___________________________________________________ 

____Occasionally provide a venue for meetings 

____Something else? 

 

 
 

Do you have any expertise or experience to share with MCG? 

Kumpulan Kebudayaan Malaysia 

Kuala Lumpur & Selangor 

Malaysian Culture Group  

2010 Membership Form 
 

 Membership fees: Annual Membership: January ðDecember 2010  RM 60 

 New Members Special:  Sign up now and pay RM60 from now until December 2011! 

 

Watch for announcements about PayPal or mail a cheque with this form to: 

Joanneke Verweil 

 70 Lorong Chong Khoon, Lin 3,  

68000 Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia. 

  First Name   Surname    Nationality  

Member 

              

Spouse/ 

Partner              

 

Address            

  

              

Postcode 

          Are you interested in: 

Telephone  

            Book Group _______ 

Handphone 

            Explorers    ________ 

Email         

       é.Enak!          ________ 

Member  

Application Form  

(one subscription for the whole family)  


